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Sermon Notes  St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Christ the King 

22 November 2009 

Preacher 

Grant Murray 

 Tribes and Nations

Readings:  2 Samuel 23.1-7;  Psalm 93;  Revelation 1.4b-8;  John 18.33-37 

 

Jesus the King 
   

Introduction   

Today we celebrate Jesus as the King. In the Narnia novels by CS Lewis the pictures of the rule of 

the king, Aslan, are vivid. Wherever he is ‘on the move’ beautiful things are happening. Ice is 

melting, trees burst out of the hard ground and grow at supernatural rates, things are being renewed. 

In Samuel we read the last words of David as he looks forward to a greater king who “rules in 

righteousness and the fear of God” whose reign is “like the morning light, the brightness after rain”. 

David sets the scene for great things in the new reign and Jesus does not disappoint! Everywhere he 

goes preaching the good news of His kingdom amazing things are happening. People are healed, 

truth comes to light, the despised are loved, people are forgiven! He can’t go anywhere without 

these great things following him, the King is on the move! 

 

The Church 

And what of his followers? Jesus life and teaching meant that genuine followers of His would 

exhibit similar signs as they went forward. His picture of the sheep and the goats at judgement day 

set in stone that the church could not go forward, realistically, without radical involvement with the 

outcast and impoverished of society. And so the history of the church has seen hospitals sprout up 

everywhere the church was planted, projects to lift the hopeless or ignorant out of the mire they 

were in abound. They were not satisfied to preach to the poor and pray for their difficulties. They 

could not help but be involved as Jesus was.  

 

The World Today 

Today we live in a different age. What ought to be the marks of the church now? One aspect of 

western society is the distance we put between us and the producers. We are happy in our ignorance 

of their situation, satisfied to grab a bargain not knowing if the sewer of that shirt was enslaved, to 

eat that chocolate not knowing if it came from the hand of a 40 hour a week 10 year old. We are 

duly aided by the corporates who are happy to keep this news from us. Their main, if not only 

motivation, is to maximise profits. They are legally bound to do so and we, as their backers via the 

stock market, are legally sheltered from any wrong they may inflict on anyone. This is one major 

point in the formation of corporations, so that the investors have immunity from litigation. The poor 

are crushed, what do we care as long as our super keeps returning good figures. We are happy to 

buy from and invest in Woolworths, with their fresh family friendly image, while they own more 

poker machines Australia wide than any other company. Our investments grow at phenomenal rates 

when we mine gold and diamonds in Africa. Profits brought to your door by people so focussed on 

greed that even their prospectus can’t hide their belief that Africa is nothing more than, excuse the 

harshness of this illustration, a cheap prostitute to pay for and use as we please until she has nothing 

more to give.  

 

The Response of the King’s people 

How can we spread the fragrance of Jesus rule into this context? Fairtrade is the best answer we 

have seen to make the jump from helplessness to dynamic involvement. It puts power back into the 

hands of the consumer as he or she makes a stand with each purchase against market greed and 
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profits at any cost. It upholds the James 5 command to pay the workers even while you can’t be 

there yourself to make sure this is happening. It brings clarity and transparency to trade where much 

of it has been well marketed lies. For us at Tribes and Nations we have made connections with 

groups who do amazing work among the poor or who simply are determined to grow a micro 

enterprise that cares for the guy who sweeps the floor or flicks the handloom. Our intention and 

hope is to bring this to the Australian church in the hope that our conviction would match that of the 

UK churches who ‘sold and told’ fair trade until it became a market force. The conviction to pay the 

workers can invade the businesses of Christian and non Christians alike as we ask the simple 

questions “who made this, were they treated well, did they receive a fair wage?” A dead end on 

many of these questions can’t allow us to accept the status quo of marketing and profits above truth. 

The King would not stand for it, his people should not either. 

 

______________________________ 

 

Together we stand to empower others. Use Online Trader to help friends and colleagues start the 

Fairtrade habit. 

 

www.tribesandnations.com.au 


